North Bucks rRIPPLE
(ramblers Repairing & Improving Public Paths for Leisure & Exercise)
Activity Report — 1 September 2022 — 30 November 2022

Copies of before & after photos of all work are available on request. Man hours include some trav-
el time. DaG = Donate a Gate. CAMS (Countryside Access Management System) is a reference
used by BC (Buckinghamshire Council) for work requests. All work is requested and authorized by
Alastair McVail, BC North Bucks PRoW Officer, or Jon Clark, BC Senior Strategic Access Officer.
OPAG = Oving Paths Action Group. PG = Pedestrian Gate (e.g. Centrewire Marlow); KG = Kissing
Gate (e.g. Centrewire Woodstock). DFU = Dinton with Ford & Upton.

“‘Installed to NB rRIPPLE standard” means the following: “Marlow gate installed c/w 22 mm wash-
er, hinges greased, eye bolt thread copper greased and latch oiled. Two 1.8 m x 100 x 100 UC4
15 year Redwood posts c/w Postsaver sleeves are attached to the gate’s H-frame with two 10 mm
diameter coach screws. The posts and H frame are tamped in firmly with copious quantities of
stones. Improved by the Ramblers square decals and BC way markers fitted as appropriate.” KG
slightly different as only one post needed and as from 30/1/19 we are now putting half a 20 kg bag
of Remix Rapid Post Fix (£4.50 per bag) on top of each of the two galvanized “feet” of the two
hoops. Arisings, i.e. the timber from the old stile is cut up by chain saw and removed from site un-
less stated otherwise.
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1/9/22 Grove SLA/16/1 at SP9206222595. Emailed Grove parish council clerk re rickety stile with
a steep drop in the hedge alongside the Grand Union Canal just north of Church Lock at Grove at
junction of footpath SLA/16/1 and SLA/13/1 (the towpath).

6/9/22 Grove. Gill King WhatsApped to say canals and rivers trust now aware of situation.

6/9/22 Ford Gate 298 DFU/42/2 CAMS 89905 at SP784089. Dinton Beer Festival DaG

(1of2). Dismantled 2-rail, 1 very low step, awkward barrier stile. Trimmed back hedge on one side.
Retained two existing posts and installed Marlow PG to NB rRIPPLE standard. 4x5=20 man hours.
BKM and Angus Mylles on his first outing with us. 20 miles.

9/9/22 CRFC. Loaded and collected 15 buckets of stones in trailer. 2x1.5=3 man hours. BK 15
miles; Keith 15.

9/9/22 Long Crendon LCR/9/2 at SP707086. Recce with Peter to check out damaged stile. 2 man
hours. BP. 15 miles; Peter 10. Subsequently Nick Reynolds, Notley Farm landowner, agreed to
fund a £350 DaG. Emailed completed application form to Nick Reynolds on 11/9/22.

12/9/22 Centrewire hasp failures. Inspected two further gates with problems on CUD/9/1 at
SP736102 and on HAD/19/1 at SP738099 beside the A418, which was previously welded.



13/9/22 CRFC Collected 2KGs for Gates 299 & 300. 2 man hours. BJoe. 15 miles. Joe 15. Joe
picked up long series drills and two plaques.

13/9/22 Expenses. Emails with John Esslemont wrt claims for replacement tools.

16/9/22 Waddesdon Estates. Jerry met with Chris Leach. Several potential S2KGs were discussed
and agreed.

18/9/22 Long Crendon LCR/7/4 at SP712087. Tony Clark of Thame & Wheatley Ramblers con-
tacted us wrt the perennial flooding problem down by the River Thame. We responded to say we’'d
talk to landowner Nick Reynolds when we install his gate.

18/9/22 Celebration Sunday lunch at Seven Stars Dinton of 300"

7 gate to be installed on 21/9/22.
s e

21/9/22 Dorton Gate 299 DOT/7/1 CAMS 98008 at SP680146. Dismantled 3-rail, 2-step, 1-hand

post wired stile. Installed Woodstock KG to NB rRIPPLE standard except no Remix used as corral
outside field. Trimmed hedge. 4x7=28 man hours. AndrewMJerry + James Spratley, new Buck-

inghamshire Council PRoW Officer. Andrew 20 miles.

21/9/22 Dorton Gate 300 DOT/7/1 CAMS 98007 at SP680148 Peter & Jane Smith DaG. Dismantled
3-rail (One double), 1-step, no hand post, sheep-netted stile. Installed Woodstock KG to NB rRIP-
PLE standard. Trimmed hedge. Fitted blue electric fencing continuity tube. 5x7=35 man hours.
BDKPJoe. 30 miles; Joe 30; Peter12. Fitted plaque.

22/9/22 Quainton Called Andrew Lloyd re awkward stiles on Quainton hill. He wishes to stick with
stiles and said there’s an openable field gate immediately next to the most awkward one.

22/9/22 Quainton QUA/15/1 at SP747200. Email from Brian Fludgate requesting our help to re-
place a timber KG with a Woodstock KG. After tel con he asked us to install it. Requested CAMS
from Rose on 26/9/22.

27/9/22 Long Crendon LCR/7/4 & Haddenham HAD/20/1 at SP712088. Collected Tony Clark of
Thame & Wheatley Ramblers and together met with Nick Reynolds of Notley Farm. Site visit to
perennially flooded location at Notley mill. Agreed upon building an approximately 20 m long em-
bankment to link end of bridge to embankment beside mill race. Nick to supply 100 tons of chalk
and then to top it off with 20 tons of 70/40 aggregate. Agreed to raise field gate’s hinges to ensure
it can still be opened. Also agreed to fitting Marlow sized gates to both ends of bridge and to build
up ground level on Haddenham side of bridge with 20 tons of Type 1 aggregate. 2x2=4 man
hours. B & Tony C. 20 miles.



L-R: Histrical poto of flooding; sub-base of chI Id on Oct 2022; roodirr‘ig No 22.

27/9/22 Long Crendon LCR/7/4 & Haddenham HAD/20/1, both at SP712088. Requested CAMSs
for gates at each end of bridge.

28/9/22 Centrewire gates. Repaired 2 gates with broken hasps with doubled up plates to provide
added strength. 2 man hours. B.

28/9/22 Paid Notley Farm £1,320 towards flood alleviation project.
28/9/22 Received £200 from Tony Clark towards flood alleviation project.

27/9/22 Long Crendon LCR/7/4 & Haddenham HAD/20/1 at SP712088. Sent email to HaddSWAC
to request donation towards flood alleviation project. Cynthia Floud said not appropriate for
HaddSWAC and to ask Haddenham PC.

29/9/22 CRFC. Collected Marlow gate. 1 man hour. B. 15 miles.

29/9/22 Cuddington CUD/9/1 at SP736102. Contacted farmer James Gibson and replaced broken
Centrewire Marlow with new one. Took broken one home for fixing with NB rRIPPLE double thick-
ness bracket fix kit. 1 man hour. 6 miles. B.

29/9/22 Toolstation Thame. Collected 12 mm washers, 8 mm nuts & bolts for our fix kit.

30/9/22 Long Crendon LCR/7/4 & Haddenham HAD/20/1 at SP712088. Emailed Long Crendon
PC to request contribution towards flood alleviation project.

30/9/22 Tel con James Heybrook. He confirmed £140 cheque on its way from Chearsley residents
and £50 received from Councillor Nic Brown, Chair Chearsley PC. Tel con with Peter Gulland and
subsequently received £100 contribution.

3/10/22 Long Crendon LCR/9/2. Email from Greg Lismore, Clerk to PC, re surface improvements
and dilapidated stile. Responded to say we have the stile on our list but don’t get involved in sur-
face improvement work.

3/10/22 Received £25 from Andy Wight of Chearsley/HaddSWAC; £50 from Charles Boon; £30
from Shushana Kendrick (Penelope Creighton-Ward).

4/10/22 Received £40 from Simon & Gill Markwick of Shoreham by Sea.

5/10/22 Haddenham Gate 301 HAD/20/1 CAMS 98367 at SP712088 Flood Alleviation Project
DaG. Removed narrow Stratford gate welded to bridge railings using angle grinder. Installed Mar-
low gate raised high enough to clear likely anticipated flood levels. Fixed gate to two telegraph
pole posts provided by farmer set into deep holes. 3x7=21 man hours. BKMike. 15 miles.

5/10/22 Long Crendon Gate 302 LCR/7/4 CAMS 98491 at SP713087 Flood Alleviation Project
DaG. Installed Marlow gate raised high enough to clear likely anticipated flood levels. Fixed gate



to two telegraph pole posts provided by farmer set into deep holes. 3x7=21 man hours. JerryJo-
eM. Joe 20 miles.

5/10/22 Received £10 from Catherine Mary McToal, £200 from Long Crendon PC and £200 from
Chearsley PC; £100 from Brian Bowman; £5 cash from passing walker; £20 cash from Ros
Howarth.

6/10/22 Received £20 from lan Mackey.

6/10/22 Nick Reynolds emailed to say he’d order the aggregates for the embankment.
7/10/22 Received £20 from Brian Fattorini.

10/10/22 Received £140 from Chearsley residents collection (cheque from Mike Haybrook).

10/10/22 Received £50 donation from Larraine Gooch of Dinton. 26/10/22 Received £60 from
Rosemary Bird on behalf of Stone, Haddenham & Dinton Simply Walk Group.

11/10/22 Long Crendon Gate 303 CAMS 98276 at SP707086 Nick Reynolds of Notley Farm DaG.
Cleared up collapsed and derelict stile. Installed Marlow PG to NB rRIPPLE standard except that
two recycled cut-to-length telegraph poles used instead of 100 x 100 posts. Fitted plaque. 5x5=25
man hours. AllenAndrewBJoeM. 20 miles; Joe 15; Allen 26.

11/10/22 GiftAid. John Esslemont, Area Treasurer, said we’'d received £1,100.14 from HMRC.

12/10/22 Received £100 donation from Bruce Alexander; £100 from Aylesbury Ramblers; £100
from HaddSWAC (Haddenham Safe Walking & Cycling). Total received in donations: £1,620 — this
is £300 above initial expenditure on 28/9/22 which will pay for two DaG S2Gs, Gates 301 & 302, at
either end of foot bridge over the River Thame.

13/10/22 Oakley DaG on OAK/34/1 at SP645123 - Requested CAMS for a S2KG. Tel con Paul
Kilpin; £150 donation from Julie Bernard; plaque to read: “In memory of Margaret”. Received
CAMS 98394 on 18/10/22.

13/10/22 Cuddington CUD/2/1 at SP736114 - Requested CAMS for a S2KG near Holymans Barn.

13/10/22 Cuddington CUD/2/1 at SP737113 - Requested CAMS for a S2KG at end of Tibbys
Lane.

25/10/22 Waddesdon Gate 304 WAD/12/1 CAMS 98338 at SP760131. Dismantled 4-rail, 1-
collapsed step, no hand post stile. Installed Marlow PG to NB rRIPPLE standard. Used one re-
tained upright railway sleeper as one post. 4x5=20 man hours. BJerryKP. 20 miles, Peter 13.

25/10/22 Long Crendon LCR/9/4 at SP714097. Met with Nick Reynolds to discuss problems with
narrow footbridge over brook. Nick said Long Crendon PC had asked if he could improve it. We
said not within our remit but would support any improvements. 4x1=4 man hours. BderryKP. 10
miles.

1/11/22 Waddesdon Gate 305 WAD/7B/1 CAMS 98369 at SP754155. Dismantled 4-double row
rails, 2-high steps, 1-hand post stile. Installed 0.9 m timber gate with self-closing gate furniture.
Installed 2.1 m x 100 x 100 way-marker post using stones to support it but no Postsaver sleeve.
Refitted 4-rails and painted timber “Dogs on Leads” sign. 4x6=24 man hours. BJerryKP. 20 miles;
Peter 16.



2/11/22 Quainton QUA/15/1 CAMS 98277 at SP747200. Recce of site. Met with local resident and
saw Woodstock KG in stock ready for us to install. Confirmed with Brian Fludgate that we’d install
it on 8/11/22.

2/11/22 Buckinghamshire Council emailed (Jon Clark) to say Secure-a-Field are offering gates at
a price comparable with Centrewire’s prices. In our experience we’ve found Secure-a-Field’s gates
are considerably stronger and more robust than Centrewire’s.

3/11/22 Long Crendon LCR/7/4 at SP713087. Request for authorisation for a gate to replace low
barrier at end of footbridge. Email from Alastair saying Nick Reynolds of Notley Farm needs to
email a request for a form to complete to get Highways Agency authorisation to install a gate.

3/11/22 Dinton with Ford & Upton at Eythrope DFU/2/1 at SP769130 emailed Mike Lambert of
Starveall Farm yet again to ask if he’d dumped any rubble in the two dips at the last two stiles near
Eyethrope. Unfortunately he has been busy and hasn’t sorted the problem. This ongoing problem
caused very considerable inconvenience to a Haddenham U3A Walk on Friday 18/11/22 unable to
de th h deep wat d having to seek an alternati t

4/11/22 CRFC Dropped off some arisings and collected two gates. 1 man hour. B. 10 miles.

4/11/22 Haddenham HAD/19/1 at SP738099. Swapped over yet another broken Centrewire Mar-
low gate, one that we’d had welded a year or so ago to repair it which subsequently rusted and
failed again. 1 man hour. B. 10 miles.

6/11/22 Long Crendon LCR/11/1 Dilapidated stile at College Farm. Email from Sandy Hooper, par-
ish councillor, asking about how to go about S2G or S2KG. Responded helpfully.

7/11/22 Cuddington CUD/2/1 at SP737113 and 736114 — Requested two CAMS for two S2KGs.
Site meeting with Ken Birkby, PC Chair, and local residents James Stonham and Richard
Stanczyc. 1 man hour. B. 10 miles. 9/11/22 Received padlock code for field gate into site from
Sawvills.

8/11/22 Quainton Gate 306 QUA/15/1 CAMS 98277 at SP747200. Assisted Brian Fludgate and
Mike Evans of Quainton to install a Woodstock KG that Buckinghamshire Council had given them
to replace a rotten timber KG. Provided them with training, guidance and instruction so that they
can install a KG by themselves in future. They were surprised at just how much was involved.
Dismantled remains of collapsed timber KG cutting buck overgrowth and some surface under-
growth. Excavated site to expose and reuse two massive York Stone like slabs to make firm walk-
way through corral. 5x5=25 man hours. BKMichael + Brian & Mike. 25 miles.

8/11/22 Quainton QUA/15/1 at SP749201. Replaced horse chewed timber gate at kissing gate
with the better condition gate recycled gate from SP747200 — see above. Salvaged the 45° fittings
to be reused elsewhere such as Cuddington.



9/11/22 Long Crendon LCR/7/4 CAMS 98491 at SP713087. Received CAMS for new gate (Gate
302) at Notley Mill following request by farmer/landowner for authorisation for change from non-
listed stile to a pedestrian gate.

9/11/22 Tel con with Ray Maguire of Chiltern Society’s South Oxfordshire path maintenance team
to obtain a second 45° kit for Cuddington KGs.

9/11/22 Centrewire. Tel con with Jed Wragg. He said he’d courier two fix kits for the broken gates
for us to try out.

9/11/22 Long Crendon Gate 302 LCR/7/4 Received CAMS 98491 at SP7130867 for new gate at
Notley Mill.

9/11/22 Weedon WEE/4/1 CAMS 91335 at SP815175. Wendy Kett, Footpaths Parish Councillor,
responded to an email requesting an update to say this S2KG no longer a priority as there’s a
simple by pass along WEE/3/4. Wendy called 28/11/22 to say two alternative DaGs on WEE/3/4
were being considered by the PC. She will send details for us to request CAMSs. Photos below.
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14/11/22 CRFC. Took delivery of gates from new supplier - Secure-a-Field - 15 PGs and 2 KGs. 1
man hour. B. 10 miles.

14/11/22 Cuddington. Briants of Risborough - purchased timber for two kissing gates on behalf of
Cuddington Parish Council. 2No 0.9m gates - 1 LH; 1 RH; 2No 2.1mx150x150 gate posts; 8No
1.8mx100x100 posts; 8No 3.6m rails. 1 man hour. B. 15 miles. See photo of loaded trailer above.

15/11/22 Brill. U3A circular walk; encountered six potential S2Gs.

15/11/22 Long Crendon Gate 302 LCR/7/4 CAMS 98491 at SP713087. Completed and submitted
CAMS Job Sheet.

16/11/22 Oakley (Little London) OAK/31/2 at junction with OAK/33/1 at SP644125 request from
Paul Kilpin for a DaG for the Gutteridge family.

17/11/22 Long Crendon LCR/11/1 at SP698093 dilapidated stile at College Farm. Emailed parish
councillor Sandy Hooper to ask if any progress wrt job.

19/11/22 Weston Turville. Jerry met with Martin Watson, parish councillor, to recce nine potential
S2Gs. Produced pdf report. 4 man hours. Jerry. 26 miles.

20/11/22 Hulcott. John Chantler emailed to say the Griffin Trust had agreed a future spend of up to
£5,000 on footpath improvements.

23/11/22 Centrewire. Received from Jed Wragg two bolt-on D hasps for repairing broken D hasps
on gates.
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25/11/22 Buckinghamshire Council and Centrewire. Joanne Taylor emailed to ask about our own

D hasp fix-kit that we’ve developed to get around the problem of Centrewire gate failures. She re-
ported that one has failed on The Ridgeway near Chequers. Sent photos of the Centrewire fix kit

fitted to a broken gate.

25/11/22 CRFC. Loaded numerous buckets of stones onto trailer. 2 man hours. BM. 10 miles; Mi-
chael 10 miles.

26/11/22 Cuddington S2KGs. CAMS 98505 at SP736113 at end of Tibbys Lane and CAMS 98504
at SP737114 at Holyman’s Farm. Fitted PostSaver sleeves to 8 posts. 2 man hours. B.

28/11/22 Ray Maguire of the Chiltern Society brought us a second 45° degree kit for Cuddington
KGs. Thank you Ray — it will be used in Cuddington.

29/11/22 Impact Signs. Collected three DaG plaques from Aylesbury. 1 man hour. B. 10 miles.

30/11/22 Cuddington S2KGs. Fitted PostSaver sleeves to two 150x150x2.4m gate posts. 2 man
hours. BK.
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NB rRIPPLE Coordinator

208 Bill Prers




S2Gap /| S/IKG Dog S2PG S2KG | WayMk

NB rRIPPLE on site man hours — includes a Bridge/ | repair | way Post
proportion of travel time but not administration Steps
time which is considerable!
DaG DaG

224 for period 30 Jan 2015 — 6 Aug 2015 2G 11 9 2 0 1 0 2
66.5 for period 13 Aug 2015 — 17 Nov 2015 0 5 5 0 0 0 0 0
72 for period 18 Nov 2015 — 16 Jan 2016 1B 0 0 6 0 0 0 0
74 for period 17 Jan 2016 — 15 Mar 2016 1G 0 0 2 0 0 2 1
120.25 for period 16 Mar 2016 — 11 Jun 2016 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 1
133 for period 12 Jun 2016 — 14 Aug 2016 1G 0 0 6 1 1 1 0
142 for period 15 Aug 2016 — 21 Sept 2016 0 0 0 2 1 0 2 0
104 for period 22 Sept 2016 — 13 Nov 2016 0| 1KG 0 1 1 0 3 3
94 for period 14 Nov 2016 — 31 Dec 2016 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 0
271 for period 1 Jan 2017 — 31 Mar 2017 0 0 0 5 3 1 5 0
216 for period 1 Apr 2017 — 31 May 2017 0 0 1 7 0 0 5 0
185 for period 1 Jun 2017 — 27 Aug 2017 1 0 0 2 5* 0 3 0
193.5 for period 28 Aug 2017 — 25 Nov 2017 1B +1G 0 0 8 3 0 1 0
187 for period 26 Nov 2017 — 25 Feb 2018 1B +1G 0 0 3 6 0 3 0
170.5 for period 26 Feb 2018 — 22 May 2018 0 0 1 5 2 2 2 3
300 for period 23 May 2018 — 23 Aug 2018 0 0 0 5 3 3 4 0
231 for period 24 Aug 2018 — 23 Nov 2018 1 Steps 0 0 2 3 2 4 0
207 for period 24 Nov 2018 - 23 Feb 2019 0 0 0 5 2 2 2 0
319 for period 24 Feb 2019 — 23 May 2019 0 0 0 5 4 2 4 0
432 for period 24 May 2019 - 23 Aug 2019 0 1 1 5 11 1 2 0
366 for period 24 Aug 2019 — 23 Nov 2019 0 0 0 7 5 2 1 0
276 for period 24 Nov 2019 — 23 Feb 2020 0 0 0 2 1 1 5 0
83 for period 24 Feb 2020 — 31 May 2020 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0
37 for period 1 Jun 2020 — 23 Aug 2020 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0
346 for period 24 Aug — 25 Nov 2020 0 0 0 4 5 0 4 0
370 for period 26 Nov 2020 — 9 June 2021 1G 0 0 1 9 2 2 0
521 for period 10 June 2021 — 14 Nov 2021 2steps| 3KG 0 1 9 2 5 0
473 for period 15 Nov 2021 — 2 Mar 2022 1G| 1KG 0 2 7 0 6 0
232 for period 3 Mar 2022 — 31 May 2022 0 0 0 1 3 3 2 0
323 for period 1 Jun 2022 — 31 Aug 2022 0 0 0 2 5 5 2 0
209 for period 1 Sep 2022 — 30 Nov 2022 0 0 0 3 4 1 1
Totals 3B/7G/3 16 17 | 106 98| 31 71 10

Steps

*Includes for two Bristol Combination Gates.

S2PG etc. = Stile converted to Pedestrian Gate. (Normally a steel Marlow gate; occasionally an Aston timber gate.)
S2KG etc. = Stile converted to Kissing Gate. (Almost universally a galvanized steel Woodstock gate.)

Total number of gates installed = 306 of which 167 have been DaGs.

Signed: William (Bill) Piers

North Bucks rRIPPLE Co-ordinator and Donate a Gate Scheme Organizer

williamjsbpiers@gmail.com Mobile 07799 110128

Many thanks to the team of eleven, myself, Allen, Andrew,

Charles, Derek, Jerry, Joe, John, Keith, Michael, Mike and Peter but in particular to Jerry who
does a lot of the donkey work involving recces, discussions with landowners about access and li-
aising with parish councils, etc etc. John (Chantler) is our man in Bierton who is a trustee of the
Griffin Trust and is the primary mover for improvements in Bierton and Hulcott. We estimate that
for every man hour of work carried on outdoors an hour is spent on admin, preparation, tools
maintenance etc etc. See our web page www.bucks-wmiddx-ramblers.org.uk/donate-a-gate
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