
North Bucks rRIPPLE 
(ramblers Repairing & Improving Public Paths for Leisure & Exercise) 

Activity Report 24 February 2020 – 31 May 2020 
 

Copies of before & after photos of all work are available on request. Man hours include some travel time. 
DaG = Donate a Gate. CAMS (Countryside Access Management System) is a reference used by BCC for 
work requests. All work is requested and authorised by Alastair McVail, BCC North Bucks PRoW Officer, or 
Jon Clark, BCC Strategic Access Officer. OPAG = Oving Paths Action Group. PG = Pedestrian Gate (e.g. 
Centrewire Marlow); KG = Kissing Gate (e.g. Centrewire Woodstock). DFU = Dinton with Ford & Upton. 
 
“Installed to NB rRIPPLE standard” means the following:  “Marlow gate installed c/w 22 mm washer, hinges 
greased, eye bolt thread copper greased and latch oiled. Two 1.8 m x 100 x 100 UC4 15 year Redwood 
posts c/w Postsaver sleeves are attached to the gate’s H frame with two 10 mm diameter coach screws. 
The posts and H frame are tamped in firmly with copious quantities of stones. Improved by the Ramblers 
square decals and BCC way markers fitted as appropriate.” KG slightly different as only one post needed 
and as from 30/1/19 we are now putting half a 20 kg bag of Fencemate (£3.91 per bag) on top of each of 
the two galvanised “feet” of the two hoops. Arisings, i.e. the timber from the old stile, is cut up by chain saw 
and removed from site unless stated otherwise. 
 
 
24/2/20 Dinton. email request from Rosemary Bird to adjust KG as not latching. Jerry went over and 
adjusted it. 1 man hour. 10 miles. 
 
24/2/20 Bishopstone. Jerry cancelled work party planned and organised for 26/2/20. 
 
25/2/20 Bishopstone Carrington Estate land. Received details of Rupert Carrington’s bailiff, Neil Taylor. 
Forwarded this information to Mark Turner, Chairman of Stone with Bishopstone and Hartwell (SBH) Parish 
Council on 27/2/20. 
 
25/2/20 Chearsley. Anthony Adams emailed to say farmer John Lloyd has rung him to say he didn’t want 
any of the stiles on his land changed to gates. Very disappointing. 
 
26/2/20 Weedon. 2 lengthy emails from PC chairman and Village Society to explain not ready to fit a timber 
KG yet and that probably they will purchase it and get it fitted themselves. 
 
26/2/20 Wing. WES/10/1 at SP717172. Called Peter Cripps and he gave the go ahead for us to fit a 
Marlow. 
 
26/2/20 Oving. Jerry offered OPAG a gate on credit. 
 
27/2/20 Westcott WES/10/1 CAMS 91455 at SP717172. Received CAMS from Rose. Received 
acknowledgment from Alan Lambourne, clerk to PC, to say he’d ask the PC at the April meeting, if they’d 
like to sponsor the gate retrospectively after it’s installed. 2/6/20 Followed up with Alan; New clerk Melanie 
Rose said she’d make sure it was raised at the proposed June 2020 PC meeting. 
 
27/2/20 Oving OVI/3/1 at SP784218. Asked Jerry if we’d installed a gate on south side of the roadside 
here. This was originally 3a in the OPAG audit. Jerry said no. 
 
27/2/20 Whitchurch WHI/25/1 off Weir Lane. Suggestion from OPAG. Email to Caroline Heron in 
Whitchurch to ask if she’s the right contact for Whitchurch footpaths improvements. 
 
28/2/20 Gates. BCC, Joanne Taylor, offered us 3 months supply of gates e.g. 7 Marlows & 8 Woodstocks. 
This never happened due to Coronavirus lockdown stopping all work. 
 
29/2/20 Weedon email from Wendy Kett providing details including a marked up map of three places 
kissing gates are needed. 
 
2/3/20 Whitchurch. Caroline Heron responded positively and was sent Padbury PC emails for info on 
selling S2Gs to farmers. 
 



3/3/20 Westcott S2G WES/10/1 CAMS 91455 at SP717172. Westcott PC DaG tbc – see 27/2/20 above. 
Dismantled 4-rail, 2-step, 1-hand post, 1-dog latch. Installed Marlow gate to NB rRIPPLE standard. 4x5=20 
man hours BJJP. 1x3=3 Charles talking to Peter Cripps about farmers and gates. 20 miles, Joe 27, Peter 
18. 
 
3/3/20 Westcott WES/28/1 at SP717170. Requested CAMS for a S2G. DaG potentially from locals who 
own the path. Met with Mr P Rosling and tel con with Mrs P Rosling. On 4/3/20 emailed the Roslings a DaG 
application form. On 6/3/20 Mr Rosling offered £50 towards cost of gate. emailed back to ask if any other 
neighbours were able or willing to contribute. 2/6/20 FU with Rose and then Alastair to ask if this was being 
delayed due to an ongoing investigation regarding the footpath alignment. 
 
3/3/20 Oving OVI/8/1 at SP788223. Requested CAMS for a S2G. Oving PC DaG. Tony Tutt’s land bottom 
of Pulpit Lane. 
 
4/3/20 Oving OVI/8/1 CAMS 91514 at SP788223 received. 
 
4/3/20 Whitchurch. Stile on Weir Lane. Caroline Heron suggested we contact John Russell. John agreed to 
meet us on Tuesday 10/3/20 when we’re in Oving to discuss this and another problem stile. He said he’s 
happy with his stile but was happy to appreciate that elderly and less able users might find a gate easier to 
negotiate. 
 
5/3/20 Ludgershall. Alan Turner-Smith to attend PC meeting on 2/4/20. 
 
5/3/20 Brill. Follow up with clerk, Lesley Shaw, wrt email sent 7/2/20 offering our services e.g. DaGs. 
 
5/3/20 Westcott. Sent message to Jon Clark that there is now a Marlow gated route across Westcott largely 
thanks to Peter Cripps, seen here with Bill, 
 

  
 
5/3/20 Shabbington SHB/9/5 at SP665070. Received map from Sue Savin for a gate at Point B and Point G 
on the two maps below and sent her a DaG application form. 

   
 
6/3/20 BCC (Jon Clark) requested help in South Bucks due to inability of Ringway Jacobs to complete three 
gates in Denham and Chalfont St Giles. Requested further info. Jon to send photos etc. 
 



7/3/20 Janet Tweedy of The Ramblers Chiltern Weekend Walkers asked if we could install a gate near 
Bacombe Lane, Dunsmore, Wendover in memory of her husband. Responded to say that that location is in 
the Chiltern Society’s area for DaGs. She did mention near Chinnor or Thame. Emailed Edward Clark of 
Tythrop Park Farm to ask if possible to do the last two stiles on the route to Thame at Keepers Cottage at 
SP728068. 2/6/20 Emailed FU to Edward Clark. 
 
8/3/20 Chearsley CHR/12/1. Roy Johnson sent 4 suggestions on OAR for Stephen O’Shea DaGs. 
Forwarded onto Anthony Adams. 10/3/20 Anthony emailed to say he’s on the case. 

 
 
10/3/20 Shabbington SHB/9/5 at SP664070. Recce and met with Janet Watson of Rookery Farm to discuss 
access. Looks like it’ll be okay. 1 man hour. 15 miles. Received DaG application form and so requested 
CAMS for an installation date of 24/3/20. John Esslemont received £250 DaG payment and issued receipt 
on 11/3/20. 
 
10/3/20 Bishopstone SBH/18/2 at SP804106. Roy queried whether the plaque for Mike Roe was installed 
as he couldn’t see it on the photo in the activity report. I clarified the fact that we’ve changed the positioning 
of the plaques to the inside leading edge of the gate. 
 

 
10/3/20 Brill. Follow up with Lesley Shaw, Clerk to PC as to whether any interest had been shown in our 
communication. 
 
10/3/20 Oving OVI/8/1 CAMS 91514 at SP788223. Oving PC DaG. Dismantled 4-rail, 2-step, 1 hand post 
stile close to stream crossing. Installed Marlow gate to NB rRIPPLE standard. Made up ground in vicinity of 
gate and bridge and manufactured hand rail. Laid some wood bark chippings sourced locally. Fitted DaG 
plaque. 5 x 7 = 35 man hours. Al CDJK. Jerry i/c. 31 miles. Allen 22 miles. 
 
10/3/20 Impact Signs. Requested plaques for Oakley and Shabbington. 
 
11/3/20 Whitchurch WHI/25/1 CAMS 91569 at SP798204. Received CAMS from Rose. 
 
11/3/20 Westcott WES/28/1 at SP717170. Rose explained that Alastair wants to check this out due to an 
inconsistency wrt path alignment. Sent email to the Roslings to explain. 2/6/ Sent FU to Rose – See 3/3/20, 
 



15/3/20 Great & Little Kimble 27. Found closed off footpath at SP820096. Sent photos to Roy Johnson, 
Aylesbury Rambler and Jon Clark, BCC.  On 18/3/20 Savannah Fradley, Asst PRoWO said thanks for 
photos from 2018 and copied Sophie David who is “working on this case”. 2/6/20 FU to PRoW team. 

    
 
17/3/20 Coronovirus. All work to stop. Our last gate installation for a while will be tomorrow. 
 
18/3/20 Whitchurch WHI/25/1 CAMS 91569 at SP798204. Potential Whitchurch DaG. Caroline Heron on 
the case. Dismantled 3-rail, 1-high step, 1-hand post stile. Installed Woodstock KG to NB rRIPPLE 
standard. Re-laid twin foot bridge sleepers to cross over gate “H” frame. Screwed four 3-hole anti-slip metal 
strips to hold sleepers together. Farmer Andrew Vale very helpful lifting sleepers with front end loader and 
Landy’s towing strap. Re-laid both sleepers by hand onto small stones deposited on opposite earthen 
banks. Farmer John Russell passed by to see how we were getting on. Visited by David Barnett of OPAG 
who brought ginger cake from Rachel. 4x6 = 24 man hours BJJK. Joe 12 miles. 30 miles. 
 
18/3/20 Whitchurch WHI/21/1 at SP799207. John Russell took Bill to recce this path that has been 
overgrown for over 15 years and is now blocked and fenced off to walkers wishing to walk the true line of 
the path. John is concerned that the public now walk around the southern edge of the fenced area on the 
south side of the moat of Bolebec Castle mound along the red wavy line on the map clip below. It was 
explained that if he wanted the path cleared he’d need to discuss with BCC and the landowner. See map 
below right. 
 
18/3/20 Whitchurch WHI/17/1 and 18/1. John Russell did agree to the installation of three further KGs in his 
field on the east side of Weir Lane at the locations indicated by the red arrows. See map below left. 

              
 
18/3/20 Weedon WEE/9/2 CAMS 90989 at SP815182 Margaret & Ed Kendrick DaG. Aston Gate 209. 
Visited site and met landowner Chris Measures. Noted that the gate we installed had been re-hung by 
Beau Samuelson the other way around and repositioned 1.5 m sideways away from the wall. Fitted DaG 
plaque with security screws to timber Aston gate. Carried out on return trip home from Whitchurch. 0 miles. 
 
18/3/20 Impact Signs. Collected two DaG plaques for Shabbington “In memory of Thomas Brown” and 
Oakley PC. Carried out on return trip home from Whitchurch. 0 miles. 
 
22/3/20 Whitchurch. Caroline Heron agreed to try to placate John Russell and to keep working with him. 
She said that in 2019 she’d discussed the Bolebec mound problem at length with the PC, the Bolebec 
House (castle) owners and John himself. The PC asked John to contact BCC himself.  
 



Caroline has passed all the info about the latest installation onto the PC. She said Whitchurch & Creslow 
Community Association (WCCA) might donate and she’d follow up with them. 2/6/20 FU with Caroline who 
responded that she’d chase them. 
 
23/3/20 South East Walker. Copy date 12/4/20. Forwarded to Charles Boon to write an article. 
 
23/3/20 BCC. Let Jon Clark know that we have stopped all work. 
 
24/3/20 Shabbington SHB/9/5 at SP664070. Agreed with Susan Savin that the gate installation would go on 
hold during the coronavirus shut down. 
 
25/3/20 Wrt Coronavirus - Rang Al CDJP. Rang Joe on 26/3/20. Swept out trailer.  
 
26/3/20 Garage. Physically fixed bench to floor. Started name labelling, sorting and listing all the tool 
boxes. 

1/4/20 Bucks Herald issued with a photo of Ford S2KG with a wholly inaccurate and poorly worded report. 
 
6/4/20 Ford email from Charlotte Elmer asking if a KG could be installed on DFU/53/3 at SP781094 
Actually CAMS 80896 which we didn’t complete on 10/12/19. Explained to Charlotte that local farmer Paul 
Roads is anti gates. She said she didn’t know him personally but that she thought her father did and she’d 
ask him.  
 
8/4/20 South East Walker. Charles Boon submitted article for June 2020 edition. 
 
17/4/20 Waddesdon Tel call to Peter Spinks re status of Waddesdon PC DaGs for Stephen O’Shea. Peter 
mentioned again a couple of problems in vicinity of Briar Hill Farm. emailed Melanie Rose, PC Clerk, to ask 
for confirmation that she’s received permission for the S2G by the church and requested contact details of 
landowner, Andrew Johnson, Oxford Diocese Land Agent, whom Peter Spinks met on 28/1/20. 
 
17/4/20 Chearsley. Emailed Anthony Adams to ask if he’d got positive reaction from John Lloyd re S2Gs. 
Also confirmation of landowners contact details and permissions for the other S2Gs he’s raised as needing 
doing in Chearsley. 
 
20/4/20 Haddenham HAD/15/1&2 and HAD/16/1 at SP743087.Talked to Brian Bowman about path blocked 
by Dandara Homes. He’s been in touch with the PC clerk. 
 
20/4/20 Waddesdon Clerk provided contact details of tenant farmer. 
 
20/4/20 Padbury Clerk emailed to say Linda Marriott of Maylands has agreed to S2G conversions at points 
1 & 2. 
 
22/4/20 Haddenham HAD/15/1&2 and HAD/16/1 at SP743087. Emailed Jon Clark to complain about 
continued blockage of three footpaths by Dandara Developments, particularly inconvenient during 
coronavirus lockdown. 
 
24/4/20 Dinton/Westlington. DFU21/1 at SP763104 Michael Trotman emailed to say he’d had a 
constructive tel con with Roger White regarding the S2KG for his wife. 
 
24/4/20 OFWG. John Godfrey of the Old Farts Walking Group for whom we installed a gate in Oving to 
commemorate Peter Hoad made contact. They now wish to honour Alan Kenyon so he has asked for a list 
of potential S2G locations. Directed him to our web site. 
 
24/4/20 Great & Little Kimble GLK/27/1. Emailed Mark Turner, Chairman of SBH PC to ask what he knew 
about the blocked path at Springfield Farm, the Travellers Camp. He made contact with Julie Bunker, Clerk 
to GLK PC. 
 
25/4/20 Haddenham HAD/19/1 at SP100737. “D” latch broken off Marlow gate reported. Michael & Nick 
Witney removed the gate and welded the D back in place. See photos. Sent email to Jed Wragg of 



Centrewire with before and after repair photos. Two further instances reported during May 2020 on same 
path towards Cuddington, possibly caused by people simply letting them slam. 
 
26/4/20 Ford DFU/33/2 and DFU/41/1. Sent two definitive map updates to Rose Gibbard, one being the 
privately funded S2G installation of a Woodstock Gate in November 2019 by Nicholas Cahill at SP779093 
 
27/4/20 Dinton/Westlington. Roger Withers of Westlington made contact so sent him background 
documentation about negotiations for the Dinton Stile Free, Fully Gated Circular Walk. 
 
27/4/20 Dinton/Westlington DFU/9/2 at SP760103 Roger Withers DaG. Requested a CAMS from Rose 
Gibbard. 
 
27/4/20 Dinton/Westlington DFU/14/1&2. Asked Roger Withers if he’d talk to the other landowner(s) wrt two 
S2Gs. He said he was happy to talk to Phil Rimell but that he didn’t know the people in Westlington House. 
 
30/4/20 Padbury PAD/1/2 Received CAMS 91896/7 for two S2Gs at SP719308. 
 
30/4/20 Dinton with Ford & Upton DFU/9/2 Received CAMS 91898 for S2G at SP760103. Roger Withers 
DaG. 
 
12/5/20 Dinton with Ford & Upton Received two emails from Roger Withers re 2 x S2Gs on Phil Rimell’s 
land. 
 
12/5/20 Bierton. Jerry & John Chantler discussing potential work for later in the year. 
 
13/5/20 Dinton with Ford & Upton DFU/9/2 Emailed landowner Jeff Archer of Westlington House to ask if 
okay to do a S2G at SP760103. He responded, absolutely no problem. This is west of Roger Withers DaG 
in the fence line where there is already a gate. 
 
13/5/20 Dinton. 20 mins call with Rosemary Bird re recent developments. Asked her to endeavour to find 
out who owns the small enclosed area of grass close to Martin Usherwood’s (Chairman of PC) house, 
Hermit’s Cottage. Roger Withers has got Phil Rimell’s agreement for a S2G there but we need to know who 
owns the other side of the stile. 
 
19/5/20 Chearsley. Anthony Adams asked when we might be back installing gates. He now has contact 
details for another landowner towards Ashendon. Still hopeful that farmer John Lloyd will come around. 
 
19/5/20 Area Exec Meeting held virtually. NB rRIPPLE unable to participate. Bill Piers’ wife Janet seriously 
ill with pancreatic cancer and in Stoke Mandeville Hospital. She returned home 20/5/20. 
 
21/5/20 Thornborough. Michael Spinks made contact (messaged) to say he had a footpath across his land 
and would like to make it easier for walkers. Jerry emailed him with DaG details but received no immediate 
reply. Chased up by Bill 3/6/20. To respond very shortly explaining where the jobs are plus photos. 
 
24/5/20 Stewkley. David Roff followed up now that dry access is available to the two installations covered 
by CAMS 88498 & 88575. Jerry explained these long outstanding jobs would be prioritised but that with the 
lockdown it’s unlikely we’ll get to them much before the autumn. 
 
26/5/20 Dinton/Westlington DFU21/1 at SP763104. Michael Trotman DaG for his deceased wife. Michael 
Trotman sent another email to Mr & Mrs Roger White regarding whether he’d talked to Mike Thompson in 
Westlington about replacing the stile with a kissing gate. 
 
28/5/20 Haddenham HAD/16/1 at SP743087. Brian Bowman and Judy Brandis met with Tony Jackson of 
Dandara Homes and “had constructive discussions” regarding the continued “unnecessary” closure for 
footpaths 15 and in particular 16 where they meet. 
 
29/5/20 Cuddington. Julia Ridout, Parish Councillor, made contact from the Wychert Way website to ask 
about producing a Walks from and around Cuddington map. 
 



30/5/20 Dinton/Westlington DFU/14/2 at SP760104. Bill Piers DaG for Janet Piers as discussed with her. 
Emailed Jeff & Marion Archer wrt a S2G where the red arrow points. Caroline Bird has determined from 
Martin Usherwood in Hermit's Cottage that it’s not his stile. The Archers immediately replied affirmative and 
asked when the works might be done. Answered back: “After Lock Down”. Requested CAMS on 31/5/20. 

  
 
31/5/20 Dinton/Westlington DFU/9/2 at SP760103. In fence line close to and SE of existing gate. Rosemary 
Bird’s “Beattie’s Gate” or a Seven Stars Dedication. CAMS requested. 
 
31/5/20 Dinton/Westlington DFU/12/1 at SP770101 NW of Ford crossroads. Dinton Paths Action Group 
DaG. CAMS requested. 
 
June 2020 South East Walker article: 
 



NB rRIPPLE Summary: 
NB rRIPPLE on site man hours – includes a 
proportion of travel time but not administration 
time which is considerable! 

S2Gap / 
Bridge/ 

Steps 

S/KG 
repair 

Dog 
way 

S2PG S2KG WayMk 
Post 

     DaG  DaG  
224 for period 30 Jan 2015 – 6 Aug 2015 
66.5 for period 13 Aug 2015 – 17 Nov 2015 
72 for period 18 Nov 2015 – 16 Jan 2016 
74 for period 17 Jan 2016 – 15 Mar 2016 
120.25 for period 16 Mar 2016 – 11 Jun 2016 
133 for period 12 Jun 2016 – 14 Aug 2016 
142 for period 15 Aug 2016 – 21 Sept 2016 
104 for period 22 Sept 2016 – 13 Nov 2016 
94 for period 14 Nov 2016 – 31 Dec 2016 
271 for period 1 Jan 2017 – 31 Mar 2017 
216 for period 1 Apr 2017 – 31 May 2017 
185 for period 1 Jun 2017 – 27 Aug 2017 
193.5 for period 28 Aug 2017 – 25 Nov 2017 
187 for period 26 Nov 2017 – 25 Feb 2018 
170.5 for period 26 Feb 2018 – 22 May 2018 
300 for period 23 May 2018 – 23 Aug 2018 
231 for period 24 Aug 2018 – 23 Nov 2018 
207 for period 24 Nov 2018 - 23 Feb 2019 
319 for period 24 Feb 2019 – 23 May 2019 
432 for period 24 May 2019 - 23 Aug 2019 
366 for period 24 Aug 2019 – 23 Nov 2019 
276 for period 24 Nov 2019 – 23 Feb 2020 
Xxx for period 24 Feb 2020 – 31 May 2020 

2G 
0 

1B 
1G 

0 
1G 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 

1B + 1G 
1B + 1G 

0 
0 

1 Steps 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

11 
5 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1KG 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 

9 
5 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 

2 
0 
6 
2 
7 
6 
2 
1 
4 
5 
7 
2 
8 
3 
5 
5 
2 
5 
5 
5 
7 
2 
1 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
0 

5* 
3 
6 
2 
3 
3 
2 
4 

11 
5 
1 
2 

1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
0 

0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
1 
2 
3 
0 
5 
5 
3 
1 
3 
2 
4 
4 
2 
4 
2 
1 
5 
0 

2 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Totals 3B/5G/1
Steps 

13 17 92 54 18 49 10 

*Includes for two Bristol Combination Gates.  

S2PG etc = Stile converted to Pedestrian Gate. (Normally a steel Marlow gate; occasionally an Aston 
timber gate.) 

S2KG etc = Stile converted to Kissing Gate. (Almost universally a steel Woodstock gate.) 

Total number of gates installed = 213 of which 103 have been DaGs. 

Signed: 
William (Bill) Piers  
North Bucks rRIPPLE Co-ordinator and Donate a Gate Scheme Organiser 
williamjsbpiers@gmail.com Mobile 07799 110128 

Many thanks to the team of nine, myself, Allen, Andrew, Charles, Derek, Jerry, Joe, Keith and Peter but in 
particular to Jerry who does a lot of the donkey work involving recces, discussions with landowners about 
access and liaising with OPAG etc etc. John Chantler is our man in Bierton who also comes along 
occasionally. We estimate that for every man hour of work carried on outdoors an hour is spent on admin, 
preparation, tools maintenance etc etc. 

For current opportunities for sponsoring a DaG and our work in progress see our web page www.Bucks-
wmiddx-ramblers.org.uk/donate-a-gate 

 

  



 
3/3/20 Westcott 
WES/10/1 at SP717172. 
Westcott PC DaG (211) 

 
10/3/20 Oving OVI/8/1 at 
SP788223. Oving PC 
DaG. (212) 

 
18/3/20 Whitchurch 
WHI/25/1 at SP798204. 
Whitchurch PC DaG tbc. 
(213) 

 
18/3/20 Weedon 
WEE/9/2 at SP815182 
Margaret & Ed Kendrick 
DaG plaque fitted. Note 
that the gate has been 
reversed & repositioned 
by the landowner. 

 
25/4/20 Haddenham 
HAD/19/1 at SP100737. 
Weld repair on “D” latch. 
 
 
 

From March - Sadly Coronavirus put a stop to all Ramblers volunteer activity.  
 
Time was spent at home labelling tools and tidying the garage storage area. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  


